EEG and evoked potential findings in mitochondrial myopathies.
Electroencephalograms (EEGs) and evoked potentials (EPs) were studied in 43 patients with mitochondrial myopathies. Abnormalities were found most frequently in patients who presented predominantly or exclusively with central nervous system (CNS) dysfunction (abnormal EEGs in 18 of 21 patients, abnormal EPs in 9 of 11 patients). However, of patients presenting with ocular myopathy or proximal muscle weakness who had little or no CNS involvement clinically, 8 of 22 had abnormal EEGs and 5 of 10 had abnormal EPs, suggesting that electrophysiological tests are of value in demonstrating subclinical CNS disease in mitochondrial myopathy, although the abnormalities are not specific.